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Introduction 

All Class "A" and Class "B" pesticide dealers are required to know about the proper 
storage, handling and sale of pesticides in order to obtain a pesticide dealer's license. 
You need to have an adequate knowledge of: pesticide control regulations; pesticide 
classification; safe pesticide handling; hazards; and, proper storage and disposal of 
pesticides that will be sold or recommended for use. The purpose of this manual is to 
help you learn the facts and skills you need to obtain your pesticide dealer's license. By 
reading each chapter and then testing yourself with the questions at the end, you can 
teach yourself what you need to know to pass the Dealer's exam. 

This manual has been adapted from the core training manual that is used by private, non­
commercial and commercial applicators in preparation for their licensing exams. 
Although you will not actually be making pesticide applications, you need to be 
knowledgeable about the pesticide products you supply to certified applicators and other 
customers, like homeowners. Many homeowners use pesticides every day, yet are not 
required to demonstrate their competence in the use of these products. As a pesticide 
dealer, you are a particularly important source of information for homeowners on the 
selection and safe use of pesticides. 

This core manual has been divided into two sections. The first section covers 
background information that every pesticide dealer and applicator should know. For 
example: laws; regulations; and pesticide toxicity and safety. The second section 
describes the steps and decisions which every applicator has to make in his/her daily 
routine on the job. Again, although you will not be making actual pesticide applications, 
you can serve your customers best if you familiarize yourself with their needs and 
challenges. 
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. Pesticide Dealer 

Licensing 

Chapter I 

P
esticide application has become more complex over the past several years. The 
number of different kinds of pesticides available for use has increased. Effects on 
wildlife and the environment are now known to be important considerations. 

Highly toxic pesticides require special equipment and safety measures. 

While you, as a pesticide dealer, will not be making actual pesticide applications, there 
are many things you need to know about the storage, handling and sale of pesticides in 
order to remain in compliance with federal and state pesticide regulations. When you 
understand and act in accordance with your legal responsibilities, you will contribute to 
the safe and effective use of pesticides. 

Some day-to-day questions you may encounter as a pesticide dealer include: What 
classes of pesticide am I entitled to sell with my license? Who can purchase restricted use 
pesticides? Can restricted use pesticides be displayed for self-service? Can any class of 
pesticide be displayed in food areas? What should you do if you have a pesticide 
accident in your store? What do I need to do to be able to transport pesticides? How do 
I dispose of obsolete pesticides? 

In Vermont, those people wishing to become a dealer of Class "A" or Class "B" 
pesticides must take an exam to demonstrate that they understand their legal 
responsibilities regarding the storage, handling and sale of pesticides, long with other 
topics such as pesticide safety, pesticide formulations, first aid for pesticide poisoning, 
and environmental effects of pesticide use. This chapter is intended to familiarize you 
with your legal requirements under the Vermont Rule for the Control of Pesticides, in 
accordance with 6 V.S.A, Chapter 87. 
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Goals of 
This Chapter 

Who Needs to 

be Licensed to 

Sell Pesticides? 

Licensing 

Requirements 

• Know who needs to be licensed to sell pesticides.
• Know the Vermont classification system for pesticides.
• Know the legal responsibilities of the pesticide dealer.
• Be familiar with how to properly store pesticides,
display pesticides for sale, and manage pesticide spills.
• Be familiar with the categories of pesticide applicator

NOTE: Most of the information provided in this chapter is based 
on the regulatory requirements put forth in the Vermont Rule for 

Control of Pesticides, in accordance with 6 V.S.A., Chapter 87. 
There is also additional non-regulatory information provided as 
"guidance". Such information will always be preceded by "w The 
following are practical suggestions ... " and will be enclosed in a 
text box. i

As a licensed pesticide dealer, you are legally responsible for 
being thoroughly familiar with the Rule, in its entirety, and 
your responsibilities under the law. 

Any store or other retail sales outlet wishing to sell Class "A" 
(restricted use), or Class "B" pesticides must have 
at least one full-time employee that is licensed with the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture as a pesticide dealer. A full-time 
employee shall be a person who works at least 32 hours per week on 
a year-round basis.

Prior to the issuance of a license, Class "A" and Class "B" pesticide 
dealers must: apply to the Secretary of Agriculture for a license; 
pass a written examination to demonstrate that the applicant has a 
working know ledge of pesticide regulations, classification of 
pesticides, safe handling, hazards, label interpretation, and pesticide 
disposal; and, pay the required fee. Class "C" dealers do not need to 
take a written examination, but must pay a fee. 

The license year extends from January 1 through December 31. 
The license must be renewed annually by January 1 of each year. A 
license not renewed within 365 days shall be considered lapsed and 
shall require re-examination prior to any re-isuuance.
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Pesticide 

Classifications 

Licenses may be renewed without examination if the conditions 
under which the original license was issued have not changed. 

Class "A" - Restricted Use - Federal and State 

• Restricted Use - Federal: Those federally restricted use pesticides
identified by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
designation "Restricted Use Pesticide" on the product label.

• Restricted Use - State: Those pesticides classified as
general use by the EPA, and reclassified as restricted use by the State
of Vermont based on factors such as: toxicological profile,
environmental effects, potential for misuse, and method of
application. The product label will not indicate that the product has
been classified as restricted use by the State. You must refer to the
Vermont Agency of Agriculture's Plant Health & Agricultural
Resource Management (PHARM) Pesticide Division's web page
where you can search to identify these products OR call the Vermont
Agency of Agriculture at (802) 828-3475.

Class "B" - Controlled Sale 

• Those pesticides determined to be less hazardous than Class "A"
pesticides, but which require some control over where they are sold.
Class "B" includes all turf products and any pesticide that is for
use outside of the home and not marketed as ready-to-use,
excluding products containing either Bacillus thuringienesis or
potassium fatty acids regardless of percent of total active
ingredient and does not meet Class A definition. The Secretary
reserves the right to classify additional pesticides as Class B.

Class "C" - Homeowner

• Homeowner includes any pesticide applied in and around the
home and that are marketed as ready-to-use and have total active
ingredient of 3%or less. The following additional pesticides are
classified as Class C.
• Class C pesticides with a limited percentage of active ingredient
include dichlorvos-impregnated strips (DDVP) with concentrations
not over 20% in resin strips and pet collars.
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What Class(es) 

of Pesticides 

Can a Licensed 

Dealer Sell? 

Record Keeping 

Requirements 

for Licensed 

Class "A" 

Dealers: 

Annual Sales 

Reports 

• Class C pesticides with an unlimited percentage of active
ingredients include the following: pet supplies including shampoos,
dips, and tick and flea control products;wood preservatives and
sapstain control agents other than creosote, inorganic arsenicals, and
pentachlorophenol; animal and insect repellents; moth flakes,
crystals, cakes, and nuggets; indoor aquarium products; swimming
pool products; pediculocides and mange cure on humans; pheromone
baits and lures; premixed paints that make pesticidal claims;
antimicrobial agents such as disinfectants, bacteriostats, bactericides,
mildewcides, mildewstats, viricides, sanitizers, slimicides, sterilants,
and industrial preservatives; insecticides containing bacillus
thuringiensis, bacillus popilliae, bacillus lentimorbus, or potassium
fatty acid; and animal ear tags.

Class "A" license - entitles a pesticide dealer to sell any pesticide 
registered in the State of Vermont. A class A license entitles the 
licensee to sell class A, Class B, and Class C pesticides registered in 
Vermont.

Class ''B" license - entitles a pesticide dealer to sell Class "B" and 
Class "C" pesticides that are registered in Vermont. 

Class "C" license - are exempt from the dealer license examination 
requirements and shall obtain a Retail/Class C license. This license 
entitles a pesticide dealer to sell only Class "C" pesticides that are 
registered in the State of Vermont. 

Licensed Class "A" dealers are required to keep and maintain 
records, or annual sales reports, of their sales of pesticides and shall 
make them available for inspection by the Agency of Agriculture 
upon request. 
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Emergency 

Actions and 

Accident 

Reporting 

All pesticide dealers, Class A, B and C, are responsible for 
the safe and proper storage and handling of pesticide products 
offered for sale in their establishment. If an accident involving 
those pesticide products occurs, immediate action must be taken to 
protect human health and the environment, including, but not 
limited to, emergency containment measures and notification of the 
proper authorities. 

• Emergency Notifications: Pesticide accidents must be reported
immediately by telephone to either the:

aw Vermont Agncy of Agriculture, Food and Markets, 
PHARM Pesticide Division 
(802) 828-2431

OR 

aw Vermont Department of Public Safety 

1-800-641-5005 (operating 24 hours/day; 7 days/week)

If you are unsure of what constitutes a pesticide accident or 
spill, call the Vermont Agency of Agriculture at (802) 828-2431. 
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s- The following are practical suggestions for the management of
a pesticide spill:

Be Prepared 
• Establish procedures to control, contain and clean up spills.
• Train employees on proper safety procedures in the event of a
spill and rehearse these procedures with them.
• Keep protective clothing and equipment available for emergency
clean up.
• Provide clean water, soap, a first aid kit, and an eye wash
dispenser nearby for emergencies.
• Have available a spill clean up kit or appropriate items (shovels,
broom, dust pan, and absorbent materials such as sawdust, cat litter,
or vermiculite).
• Post local medical and emergency numbers.

Handline A Spill - or the "Three C's" - Control the Spill, Contain It 
and Clean It Up! 
• If pesticide gets on anyone, have them wash thoroughly, change their
clothes, and see a doctor if necessary.

• Remove all persons, not involved in the spill clean up, from the area
of any chemical spill. Rope off the contaminated area if
possible.

• Make sure everyone involved in the clean up is wearing the
appropriate personnel protective equipment!
• Never hose down a spill! It wi11 only spread the pesticide.
• Contain the spill. Build a dam with soil, sand, or cat litter.
• Place a leaking container into a larger, leakproof container. Label
that container with the name of the pesticide being contained.

• s- NOTE: Do not re-sell pesticides in broken or damaged
containers.
• Clean up the spill by adding absorbent material such as sawdust, cat
litter, fine sand or vermiculite until the liquid is soaked up. (NOTE:
A void using sawdust or sweeping compounds if the material is a
strong oxidizer - such a combination presents a possible fire hazard.)
• Shovel clean up materials into a leakproof container. Label the
container as "pesticide - hazardous waste".
• Cover the spill area with a decontamination agent recommended for
that particular pesticide. Follow the instructions provided for that
agent. (Consult the product manufacturer or your supplier.)
• Dispose of the pesticide contaminated materials properly. (See
"Disposal of Obsolete Pesticides")
• Do not allow any pesticide to enter groundwater or surface
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Transportation 
of Pesticides 

Receiving 
Pesticide 
Shipments 

Once pesticides are in your possession, you are responsible for 

transporting them safely. Pesticide applicators shall secure 
pesticides during transportation to prevent spillage. 

s- NOTE: Any spills in or from the vehicle must be immediately
cleaned up, using the correct procedures

i& The following are practical suggestions that a dealer can 

observe when transporting pesticides: 

• The safest way to transport pesticides is in the back of a truck. Flatbed
trucks should have side and tail racks. Steel beds are preferable since
they can be more easily decontaminated if a spill occurs.
• Secure all pesticide containers in such a way that they cannot shift, roll
or bounce around.
• All containers should be protected from moisture that would saturate
paper and cardboard packages or rust metal.

• Never carry pesticides inside your car, van or truck. Hazardous fumes
may be released, and pesticide can cause injury or death if they spill on
you or your passengers.

• Never leave your vehicle unattended when transporting pesticides in
an unlocked truck compartment or open-bed truck.
• Never transport groceries or livestock feed near pesticides.

iw The following are practical suggestions that a dealer can 

observe upon receiving a shipment of pesticides: 

• Determine that all lids are on securely and no leaking has

occurred.

• All containers must have labels which are securely attached and

legible.

• If a product has a hanging tag, all containers of that product must nave

a hanging tag.

• A safety data sheet (SDS) should be sent from the distributor to the

dealer with each product and .should be kept on file. These sheets

provide information on storage and safety in handling the chemical.
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Storage of 

Pesticides 

• Any pesticide shall be stored in accordance with requirements and
precautionary storage instructions contained on the product label.

• Any container shall have a legible manufacturer label indicating
the contents.

• Any pesticide or container that has not been triple rinsed shall be
stored in a separate room and in such a manner as to prevent
contamination to food, feed, seed, livestock remedies, drugs, plants,
and other products or materials from the volatilization of a
pesticide, the leakage or breakage of containers, or other causes.

• Any pesticide shall be stored inside and protected and secured in
such a manner to prevent access from unauthorized persons and
wildlife.

• The floor surface of the pesticide storage area shall be smooth,
facilitating the complete recovery of any discharge.

• Earthen floors shall be prohibited in a pesticide storage area
unless all containers are placed in a containment vessel designed to
recover and contain any discharge.

• The pesticide storage area shall be identified by legible signage
clearly indicating that a pesticide is in storage,

• The pesticide storage area shall be adequately vented to the
outdoors prior to entry.

• Containment vessels used for pesticide storage and handling shall
be of materials and construction compatible with the pesticide
stored and the conditions of storage and maintained in a manner as
to minimize the possibility of a discharge.

• In conjunction with pesticide storage, ambulance and fire
department phone numbers or the 911 number shall be displayed at
a central location where all persons have access.

• A pesticide storage area shall maintain sufficient lighting to allow
the observation of containers and their labeling.

• A pesticide storage area shall be maintained in a clean condition.

• At a minimum, any discharge shall be cleaned up within 60
minutes.

• Bulk storage containers and appurtenances shall be constructed,
installed, and maintained to prevent the discharge of liquid bulk
pesticide.

(NOTE: You should refer to the Vermont Rule for Control of

Pesticides for the complete regulatory requirements regarding the
storage of pesticides.)
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Displaying 

Pesticides 

For Sale 

s- The following are practical suggestions for the storage of

pesticides.

Storing Containers 
• Pesticides should be grouped by chemical type. Keep herbicides apart
from other pesticides. Some herbicides can vaporize and get into other

pesticides nearby. When the contaminated pesticide is used, the
herbicide vapors in it could injure or kill crops and sensitive plants.

• Containers should be secured to prevent falling, sliding, or rolling.

• Bags of pesticides need to be protected from tears, punctures and
moisture.

• Store pesticides away from other products such as fertilizers, feed,

flammables, medicine, and clothing.

• Check the product label. If directions say to protect against freezing,
do not allow the pesticide to freeze. The ingredients of some pesticides

separate when frozen and the product may lose effectiveness.

Storage areas 

• Storage areas should be well ventilated.

• There should be adequate light when employees must enter the
area.

• Storage areas should be dry and protected from flooding, high
humidity, and temperature extremes.
• There should be no floor drains or sump pumps.

• The floor should be constructed of concrete or other non-porous

material.

• The local fire department should be provided with a list of class

A pesticides in your storage area.

• Class A pesticides shall not be displayed for self-service.

• No pesticides, Class A, B, or C, may be displayed in food areas.

s- The following are practical suggestions for the display of

pesticides.

• Provide a covered area to display products, preferably indoors.

• Protect products from elements such as rain and wind.

• Locate pesticides away from other types of products.

• Display products up and out of the reach of children.

• Separate different types of pesticides on the shelves.

• Rotate inventory so that the oldest products are sold first.

• Inspect pesticides on your shelf occasionally to see if any class A
pesticides have found their way onto your shelves.
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Disposal 

of Obsolete 

or Waste 

Pesticides 

Pesticide 

Applicator 

Certification 

Restrictions on 

the Sale of 

Class "A" 

Pesticides 

From time to time, you may need to dispose of pesticides in 
damaged containers, or those with illegible labels, that 
you can't offer for sale. In addition, as updated health or 
environmental data becomes available, the Environmental 
Protection Agency may decide to cancel the registration of some 
pesticides. You may also have some waste pesticides resulting from 
occasional pesticide spills or accidents. Such obsolete and waste 
pesticides must be disposed of according to the Statutes and 

regulations established by the Vermont Hazardous Waste 

Management Law, IO V.S.A., Chapter 159. 

The Vermont Agency of Agriculture works in partnership with the 
Solid Waste Districts in Vermont to sponsor waste pesticide 
collections. These collections are free, non-regulatory events where 
homeowners, farmers and businesses can bring in old, unwanted, 
out-of-date or unusable pesticides, and drop them off for safe 
disposal. 

Contact your local Solid Waste District about disposing of waste 
pesticide. Please call the contact person in advance before dropping 
off pesticides. Other questions regarding waste or obsolete pesticides 
should be directed to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture at (802) 
828-2431.

You may ask why a class B pesticide dealer needs to know about 
class A licenses and the certification of pesticide applicators. The 
answer is easy - it's important to know about the sale of class A 
pesticides and who can buy them. Class A pesticide dealers can sell 

restricted use pesticides only to certified pesticide applicators or to 

individuals operating under their direct supervision . Uncertified 
applicators must have written authorization from a certified 
applicator to purchase specific restricted use pesticides. 

Class "A" pesticide dealers must:  

fbi Make sure to ask to see the applicator's certificate. 

/bi If selling to an uncertified applicator, make sure that individual 
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Questions for Self-Study - Chapter 1 

1. How would you determine if a pesticide has been classified as "restricted use" by the State of
Vermont?

2. Briefly define the three classes of pesticides.

3. Which Class of pesticide dealer must submit annual sales report to the Agency of
Agriculture? What information must be included in these reports?

4. To whom can you legally sell restricted use pesticides?

5. If you hold a Class "B" license, what classes of pesticides are you authorized to sell?

6. List some of the precautions you must observe when storing pesticides.

7. Describe the characteristics of an appropriate pesticide storage area.

8. Why is it important to keep herbicides away from other pesticide products?

---

15



16



State of Vermont 

Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

Public Health & Agricultural Resource Management Division 

116 State Street,  

Montpelier VT, 05620 

802-828-2431

Vermont Rule for Control of Pesticides 

Chapter 012 

Document: CVR 20-031-012 

Shortened version for class B dealer manual

Effective February 24, 2023 
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Persons requiring additional information regarding this rule or other matters relating to pesticides 

in Vermont should contact: 

Steve Dwinell, Director, Steve.Dwinell@vermont.gov,  

David M. Huber, Esq., Deputy Director, David.Huber@vermont.gov, or 

Zach Szczukowski, AGR Mgmt. Specialist, zach.szczukowski@vermont.gov 

Public Health and Agricultural Resource Management Division 

Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2901 

For the full version of this rule, visit the Public Health and 
Agricultural Resource Management Division section at 
www.agriculture.com.
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Vermont Rule for Control of Pesticides 

Subchapter 1 – Definitions; Powers of the Secretary; Licenses, Certificates, and Permits 

issued by the Agency; Classification of Pesticides and Limitations on Sale 

Section 1. Definitions 

1.01 Accident means any release of a pesticide or pesticide mix from its container or 

application equipment that is contrary to a label instruction for use of that pesticide, or 

that violates this rule. 

1.02 Aerial Application means a pesticide application from a motorized vehicle used for 

flight, including fixed-wing aircraft, rotary aircraft, and unmanned aerial vehicles. 

1.03 Agency means the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets. 

1.04 Agricultural Commodity means any plant, fungus, or algae, or part thereof, or any 

animal or animal product produced by a person primarily for sale, consumption, 

propagation, or other use by a human or animal. 

1.05 Anti-Siphon Device means any equipment designed and constructed to prevent the 

accidental backflow or siphoning of a pesticide into any potable water supply or public 

water source or to prevent contamination by a pesticide of another material being 

injected at the same time, such as a fertilizer or other pesticide. 

1.06 Applicator means any individual using a pesticide. An applicator may be certified as a 

commercial, non-commercial, or private applicator or may be a noncertified applicator. 

1.07 Application means the dispersal of a pesticide on, in, at, or directed toward a target site. 

1.08 Appurtenance means any equipment that is connected to a bulk storage container or 

pesticide application equipment for the purpose of transferring a pesticide and includes: 

valves, pumps, fittings, pipes, hoses, metering devices, mixing containers, and 

dispensing devices. 

1.09 Bulk Pesticide means liquid pesticide in a container larger than 210 gallons (795 liters) 

or dry pesticide in undivided quantities greater than 100 pounds (45 kilograms), and 

includes mini-bulk pesticide containers, except as otherwise specified. 

1.10 Bulk Storage Container means a container used for the fixed storage of bulk pesticide, 

that may include a rail car, nurse tank, portable container of mini-bulk pesticide, or 

other similarly mobile container that is used for the fixed storage of bulk pesticide for 

more than 15 consecutive days. A Bulk Storage Container does not include a container 

that is used solely for emergency storage of a leaking pesticide container that is 55 

gallons or smaller.  

1.11 Certified Commercial Applicator means any person certified pursuant to the 

requirements of this rule who uses a pesticide on the land or home of another whether 

for remuneration or gratis. 

1.12 Certified Non-commercial Applicator means any person certified pursuant to the 

requirements of this rule who uses or supervises the use of a Class A or Class B 

pesticide in the course of their employment on their employer’s property.  

1.13 Certified Private Applicator means any person certified pursuant to the requirements of 

this rule who uses or supervises the use of a Class A pesticide on property owned or 

rented by the person or their employer for the production of an agricultural commodity. 
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1.14 Chemigation means the use of a pesticide applied through an irrigation system to land or 

crops.  

1.15 Class A Pesticide means a pesticide that is classified as federally restricted or State 

restricted. 

1.16 Class B Pesticide means a general use pesticide that the Secretary classifies as a 

controlled sale product. 

1.17 Class C Pesticide means a general use pesticide that the Secretary classifies as a 

homeowner or specialty product. 

1.18 Commercial Applicator means a person who is not certified in accordance with the 

requirements of this rule and uses a pesticide on the land or home of another whether for 

remuneration or gratis under the direct supervision of a certified commercial applicator. 

1.19 Company License means a license issued by the Secretary to a business entity that uses 

a pesticide on the land or home of another person for remuneration or gratis.  

1.20 Competency means having the practical knowledge, skills, experience, and judgment 

necessary to perform functions associated with a pesticide application without causing 

an unreasonable adverse effect, where the nature and degree of competency required 

relate directly to the nature of the activity and the degree of independent responsibility.  

1.21 Conspicuous Point of Access means the usual and customary entrance or entrances 

where a person is likely to enter a treated area. 

1.22 Container means a device in which a pesticide is stored, transported, treated, disposed 

of, or otherwise handled.  

1.23 Dealer means any person who distributes a pesticide. 

1.24 Dealer Outlet means any location where a pesticide is distributed within or into the 

State.  

1.25 Direct Supervision means physical, on-site supervision of a pesticide use by a certified 

applicator who is capable of calibrating equipment, selecting a pesticide, calculating an 

application rate and responding to an emergency. Direct supervision is not permitted for 

use of a federally restricted use pesticide. 

1.26 Discharge means a spill, leak, or other emission of a pesticide from a storage container, 

container, or appurtenance, and includes a release into secondary containment. 

Discharge shall not mean a fully contained transfer of bulk pesticide that is made 

pursuant to sale, storage, or distribution that is in accordance with label directions. 

1.27 Distribute means to import, consign, sell, offer for sale, solicit an order for sale, or 

otherwise supply a pesticide for sale or use in this State through any means, including 

sales outlets, catalogues, the telephone, the Internet, or any electronic means. 

1.28 Earth means soil, defined as a three-phase system comprised of various combinations of 

naturally derived solids including fine to coarse-grained rocks and minerals, organic 

matter (including living organisms), weathered rock, and precipitates. 
1.29 Economic Poison means any substance produced, distributed, or used for preventing, 

destroying, or repelling any insects, rodents, nematodes, fungi, weeds, or other forms of 

plant or animal life or viruses, except viruses on or in living humans or other animals, 

that the Secretary shall declare to be a pest; or any substance produced, distributed, or 

used as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant. 

1.30 EPA means the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  

1.31 Environmentally Sensitive Areas means those areas that:  

(a) are significant wetlands as defined in 10 V.S.A. Chapter 037;

20



 
 

3 
 

(b) are necessary wildlife habitat as defined in 10 V.S.A. Chapter 151; or  

(c) contain endangered or threatened species as defined in 10 V.S.A. Chapter 123 

or are critical habitat as designated under 10 V.S.A. Chapter 123. 

1.32 Experimental Use means the use of an unregistered pesticide or the use of a registered 

pesticide for an unregistered use conducted under a permit. 

1.33 Federally Restricted Use Pesticide means a pesticide classified for restricted use under 

the provisions of Section 3(d) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

(FIFRA) and 40 C.F.R. part 152, subpart I.  

1.34 Fraud means the intentional misrepresentation through a verbal or written statement, the 

media, a falsified record, an invoice or report, or a false statement on an application for 

a license or certificate. 

1.35 Golf Course means any contiguous area upon which the game of golf is played 

including such supporting operations as practice greens, tees, and driving areas. 

1.36 Groundwater means water below the land surface that occurs in a zone of saturation.  

1.37 Groundwater Protection Rule and Strategy means Chapter 12 of the Environmental 

Protection Rules adopted pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Chapter 48, as amended.  

1.38 Half-Life means the time required for degradation of one-half of the pesticide residue 

present.  

1.39 Integrated Pest Management means an ecosystem-based strategy that focuses on long-

term prevention of pests or their damage through a combination of techniques such as 

biological control, habitat manipulation, modification of cultural practices, and use of 

resistant varieties. Pesticides are used only after monitoring indicates they are needed 

according to established guidelines, and treatments are made with the goal of removing 

only the target organism. Pest control materials are selected and applied in a manner that 

minimizes risks to human health, beneficial and nontarget organisms, and the 

environment.  

1.40 KOC means the soil organic carbon-water partitioning coefficient: a measure of the 

tendency of a pesticide to be strongly attached, by chemical or physical bonds, to soil 

particle surfaces.  

1.41 Label or Labeling means:  

(a)   the written, printed, or graphic matter on, or attached to, the pesticide, or the 

immediate container thereon; 

(b)   the outside container or wrapper of the retail package, if there is one, of the 

pesticide; and 

(c) the written, printed, or graphic matter that is incorporated into the label by 

reference. 

1.42 Loading means any act of transferring a pesticide to or from any storage container, or to 

any application equipment. 

1.43 Manufacture means to process, produce, formulate, prepare, compound, package, 

repackage, or label a pesticide. 

1.44 Mini–bulk container means either: 

(a)  a container, designed for ready handling and transport, that holds more than 

55 gallons (208 liters) but not more than 350 gallons (1,325 liters) of liquid 

pesticide; or 

(b)  a container that holds more than 100 pounds (45 kilograms) but not more than 

1,000 pounds (454 kilograms) of dry pesticide. 
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1.45 Misuse means an application not made in compliance with the pesticide label or this 

rule, including: 

(a) pre-application activities involving mixing and loading the pesticide;

(b) applying the pesticide, including supervising the use of a pesticide by a

noncertified applicator;

(c) other pesticide-related activities, including transporting or storing pesticide

containers that have been opened, cleaning equipment, and disposing of

excess pesticide, spray mix, equipment wash waters, pesticide containers, and

other pesticide-containing materials; or

(d) recommending the use of a pesticide.

1.46 Mixing means the act of combining a pesticide with another pesticide, or a pesticide 

with a diluent for the purpose of application. 

1.47 Noncertified Applicator means a person who is not certified under this rule and uses a 

pesticide. 

1.48 Non-commercial Applicator means a person who uses a Class A or Class B pesticide in 

the course of their employment on their employer’s property.  

1.49 Ornamental means plants such as flowers, shrubs, and trees used for decorative 

purposes, shade, or other landscape purposes. 

1.50 Person means any individual, partnership, association, corporation, or organized group 

of persons whether incorporated or not, including:  

(a) an unincorporated organization, trust, or other legal or commercial entity,

including a joint venture or affiliated ownership;

(b) a municipality or state agency;

(c) individuals and entities affiliated with each other for profit, consideration, or

any other beneficial interest derived from agricultural management, including

lessors and lessees; or

(d) a farmer, rancher, vineyardist, apiarist, plant propagator, Christmas tree

grower, aquaculturist, floriculturist, orchardist, forester, migrant farmworker

or another comparable person.

1.51 Pesticide means economic poison as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 911 and Section 1.29 of this 

rule. 

1.52 Potable Water Supply means the same as it is defined in 10 V.S.A. Chapter 064. 

1.53 Potable Water Source means a component of a potable water supply that withdraws or 

collects water from soil or bedrock. Potable water sources include springs; drilled, 

driven, or dug wells; and surface water. 

1.54 Practical Knowledge means the possession of pertinent facts and comprehension 

sufficient to properly perform functions associated with the use of a pesticide, including 

properly responding to reasonably foreseeable problems and situations. 

1.55 Prescreened Pesticide List means a list of pesticides that, based on their human and 

ecological toxicity, relative immobility, and limited persistence in the environment (as 

measured by parameters such as, but not restricted to, solubility, KOC, and half-life) are 

deemed unlikely, under normal conditions and use, to leave established turf grass and

enter surface or ground water. 

1.56 Private Applicator means any person who uses a non-restricted use pesticide on property 

owned or rented by the applicator that is residential in nature or on property owned or 

rented by the applicator or the applicator's employer for the production of an agricultural 
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commodity. Private applicators may apply a pesticide to the property of a neighboring 

producer of an agricultural commodity, provided that the applicator receives no 

compensation other than the trading of personal services between the applicator and 

their neighbor. 

1.57 Public Water Source means the same as it is defined in 10 V.S.A. Chapter 056.  

1.58 Residential Dwelling Unit means any room or group of rooms located within a structure 

and forming a single habitable unit with facilities that are used, or are intended to be 

used, for living, sleeping, cooking, and eating. This definition includes a building or 

structure or part of a building or structure that is used for a home or residence by one or 

more persons who maintain a household. It also means a mobile home regardless of 

ownership of the land. This definition does not include a guest room at a hotel or motel. 

1.59 Restricted Use Pesticide means a pesticide classified as State or federally restricted and 

is synonymous with a Class A pesticide.  

1.60 Right-of-way means an interest in real property, above, on, or below the ground, that 

entitles the holder of the interest to pass over the land for the purpose of carrying, 

transmitting, or transporting liquids, gases, electricity, communications, vehicles, or 

people. For the purpose of this rule, it is immaterial whether the right-of-way is owned, 

leased, or an easement.  

1.61 Secretary means the Secretary of the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, and 

their designees. 

1.62 Service Container means any container, other than an original container that is filled 

with an EPA-registered pesticide, used to hold, or transport a pesticide concentrate or a 

pesticide use-dilution preparation prior to application. A service container is neither 

used to distribute or store a pesticide nor does the definition include pesticide 

application equipment. 

1.63 Simple Dilution Analysis means an analysis involving the dilution of a chemical with an 

expected volume of precipitation available for infiltration within a watershed or 

hydrologic unit. Simple Dilution Analysis is used to assess the potential for a 

contaminant to be transported to groundwater through the process of infiltration. 

1.64 Spray Drift means the movement of pesticide dust or droplets through the air at the time 

of application or soon after, to any site other than the area intended.  

1.65 State Restricted Use Pesticide means a pesticide classified by the Secretary as Class A 

but does not bear labeling as Restricted Use. 

1.66 Storage means the holding of a pesticide for use or distribution in an area other than the 

sales floor of a licensed retailer.  

1.67 Storage Facility means a location at which bulk pesticide is held in storage. 

1.68 Surface Water means all rivers, streams, brooks, reservoirs, ponds, lakes, springs, and 

all bodies of waters, artificial or natural, that are contained within, flow through, or 

border the State or any portion of it.  

1.69 Turf means a covering of mowed grass vegetation growing together with an upper soil 

stratum of intermingled roots and stems. 

1.70 Undue Hazard means A substance that harms human health and the environment based 

on studies prepared for pesticide registration, independent peer-reviewed studies, and 

other data as may be requested by the Secretary. 

1.71 Use means: 

(a) pre-application activities involving mixing and loading a pesticide;

23



6 

(b) applying a pesticide, including supervising the use of a pesticide by a

noncertified applicator;

(c) other pesticide-related activities, including transporting or storing a pesticide

container that has been opened, cleaning equipment, and disposing of any

excess pesticide, spray mix, equipment wash water, a pesticide container,

and other pesticide-containing material; or

(d) recommending the use of a pesticide.

1.72 Utility means a privately, publicly, or cooperatively owned line, facility, or system for 

producing, transmitting, or distributing communications, cable television, power 

electricity, light, heat, gas, oil, crude products, water, steam, waste, stormwater not 

connected with the highway drainage or any other similar commodity, including any fire 

or police signal system or highway lighting system, that directly or indirectly serves the 

public. The term shall mean the utility company inclusive of any wholly owned or 

controlled subsidiary.  

1.73 Vapor Drift means the movement of a pesticide in the form of a volatilized gas to any 

site other than the area intended.  

1.74 Wastewater and Potable Water Supply Rules means Chapter 1 of the Environmental 

Protection Rules adopted pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Chapters 47, 56, and 64, as amended.  

Section 2. Powers of the Secretary 

2.01 Issuance of Licenses, Certificates, and Permits 

The Secretary may issue licenses, certificates, and permits pursuant to 6 V.S.A. Chapter 

87.  

2.02 Denial, Amendment, Suspension, or Revocation of Licenses, Certificates, or Permits 

(a) The Secretary may deny, amend, suspend, or revoke any license, certificate or

permit for failure to comply with 6 V.S.A. Chapter 87 or any rule adopted

under its authority or for being subject to a final order imposing a civil penalty

under 7 U.S.C. Section 136l or for being convicted under 7 U.S.C. Section

136l on due notice to the licensee or holder of the certificate or permit, with an

opportunity for hearing if a written request is filed with the Secretary within

five days of receipt of a notice of violation.

(b) If the Secretary finds that public health, safety, or welfare requires emergency

action and the Secretary incorporates a finding to that effect in the order,

summary suspension of a license, certificate or permit may be ordered,

pending proceedings for revocation or other action.

2.03  Restriction and Regulation of Ineffective and Hazardous Products or Devices 

(a) The Secretary may restrict, regulate, or deny registration of any pesticide

product or device that is deemed to be ineffective, or that constitutes an undue

hazard to the public or the environment.

(b) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Secretary under this section may

request a hearing within 15 days of the receipt of notice of the decision. The

hearing shall be for the purpose of reviewing evidence pertaining to the

ineffectiveness of the product or the hazard presented to the public from its

use.

2.04  Pesticide Cease and Desist Order 
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(a) The Secretary may issue a cease and desist order for failure to comply with 6

V.S.A. Chapter 87, or any rule adopted under its authority with an opportunity

for hearing if a written request is filed with the Secretary within five days of

receipt of the cease and desist order.

(b) It shall be unlawful to violate a cease and desist order.

2.05  Right of Entry 

The Secretary or a designee thereof may enter any premises, public or private, as may be 

necessary to carry out the provisions of 6 V.S.A. Chapter 87 and this rule, including 

inspecting pesticide application sites, records, equipment, or to obtain pesticide samples. 

2.06  Reciprocal Agreements 

(a) The Secretary may enter into a reciprocal agreement with officials of other

states and federal agencies and issue certificates to a certified applicator of

another state on a reciprocal basis provided that:

(1) the certification requirements are substantially the same as those

required by Vermont;

(2) the certified applicator knows and abides by Vermont's pesticide

control law and rules;

(3) the certified applicator pays all appropriate fees; and

(4) the certified applicator is a resident of and has a valid pesticide

applicator license or certificate issued by a state that has

established a reciprocal agreement with Vermont.

(b) The certified applicator's reciprocal certificate is valid for an entire calendar

year.

(c) Applicators with certificates that expire on dates other than December 31 of

each year shall provide confirmation that their certificate has been renewed by

their state of residence within 45 days from the date of expiration.

(d) Failure to provide confirmation shall result in the revocation of reciprocal

certificates.

(e) The certified applicator shall notify the Secretary within 30 days of

termination of their reciprocal state’s certification.

Section 3. Licenses, Certificates, and Permits Issued by the Secretary 

3.01  Company License 

(a) A business entity that uses a pesticide on the land or home of another person

for remuneration or gratis shall obtain a company license that shall expire on

December 31st of the year that the license was obtained.

(b) The following are exempted from the requirement of Section 3.01(a):

(1) A Doctor of Medicine or Doctor of Veterinary Medicine applying

a pesticide as a drug or medication during the course of practice.

(2) Applicators certified under research, demonstration, or sales

programs only making recommendations and applying a pesticide

in research, demonstration, or sales programs.

(3) Private applicators.

(4) Non-commercial applicators.

(c) Business entities required to obtain a company license shall:
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(1) be responsible for ensuring that they employ pesticide applicators

that are properly certified under this rule, except those employees

working under the direct supervision of a certified applicator do

not need to be certified;

(2) send written notice to the Secretary within 30 days whenever a

certified commercial applicator is terminated from employment;

and

(3) renew the company license annually.

3.02  Dealer License 

(a) No person shall distribute a pesticide within the State without the appropriate

license.

(b) A person who distributes a Class A pesticide shall obtain a Class A license,

that entitles the licensee to sell Class A, Class B, and Class C pesticides.

(c) A person who distributes a Class B pesticide shall obtain a Class B license,

that entitles the licensee to sell Class B and Class C pesticides.

(d) A person that distributes only Class C pesticides shall obtain a Retail/Class C

license and is exempt from the examination requirements of Section 3.03.

(e) A person that distributes a Class A or Class B pesticide shall employ a full-

time employee that has the appropriate license for the pesticide class being

distributed. A full-time employee shall be a person who works at least 32

hours per week on a year-round basis.

3.03 Dealer Licensure Examination Requirements 

(a) A candidate for Class A and B licenses shall submit to a written examination

covering competency standards and recordkeeping requirements, including

adequate knowledge of rules, Vermont classification of a pesticide, pesticide

labels, safe handling, hazards, spill cleanup, and proper disposal.

(b) A candidate shall have a maximum of three opportunities to achieve a passing

score on the certification examination during a 12-month period. This 12-

month period shall begin on the date the candidate takes the first examination.

After an initial failing score, a candidate must wait at least seven calendar

days to retake the examination. If a candidate fails twice, there shall be at least

a 28 calendar day waiting period from the first examination date before taking

the exam for the third time.

(c) Licensed Class A and Class B dealers are required to notify the Secretary, in

writing, within 30 days of termination or a change of employment, including a

change from one branch store location to another.

(d) A license may be renewed without examination provided that the conditions

under which the original license was issued have not changed. The Secretary

may determine that additional instruction or examination is necessary to meet

new criteria relative to any use and require re-examination or training prior to

renewal.

(e) A license not renewed within 365 days shall be considered lapsed and shall

require re-examination prior to any re-issuance.

3.04  Applicator Certificates 

(a) Commercial and non-commercial applicator certificates.
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(1) A person who uses or supervises the use of a pesticide to the lands

and homes of others whether for remuneration or gratis, except

those who work under the direct supervision of a certified

applicator, shall obtain certification as a commercial applicator.

(2) A person who uses or supervises the use of a Class A or Class B

pesticide in the course of their employment on their employer’s

property, except those who work under the direct supervision of a

certified applicator, shall obtain certification as a noncommercial

applicator.

(b) Private applicator certificate. A person who uses or supervises the use of a

Class A pesticide on property owned or rented by the person or their employer

for the production of an agricultural commodity shall obtain certification as a

private applicator.

(c) Exemptions.

(1) A Doctor of Medicine or Doctor of Veterinary Medicine who

applies a pesticide as a drug or medication during the course of

practice is exempt from the certification requirement.

(2) Any person conducting laboratory research involving a pesticide.

(d) All sales or technical field representatives who recommend, demonstrate, or

distribute a Class A or Class B pesticide directly to an end user in this State,

and who is not employed at a dealer outlet, shall obtain certification in

Category 10 and the category or categories of products sold.

(e) Any applicator who uses a federally restricted use pesticide under the

provisions of FIFRA shall be certified under this rule. A noncertified

applicator shall not use a federally restricted use pesticide under direct

supervision.

3.05  General Requirements for Applicator Certification 

A candidate for certification shall: 

(a) be at least 18 years of age;

(b) submit to a written examination(s) covering the applicable competency

standards described in Sections 8 and 9;

(c) be certified in each category and sub-category, if applicable, that they intend

to work in; and

(d) have a maximum of three opportunities to achieve a passing score on the

certification examination during a 12-month period that shall begin on the

date the candidate takes the first examination. After an initial failing score, a

candidate must wait at least 7 calendar days to retake the examination. If a

candidate fails twice, there shall be at least a 28-calendar day waiting period

from the first examination date before taking the exam for the third time. Re-

examination fees may apply.

3.06  Certification of Commercial and Non-commercial Applicators 

(a) Certification shall expire on December 31st of the year that the certificate was

obtained.

(b) Certification may be renewed annually for up to five years, after which

recertification shall be required, either through training or re-examination.
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(c)  The Secretary may require recertification whenever necessary and determine 

the procedure for additional training or re-examination. 

(d)  Certified non-commercial or commercial applicators shall send written notice 

to the Agency within 30 days of termination or changing employers.  

(e) A certificate not renewed in 365 days shall be considered lapsed and shall 

require re-examination prior to any re-issuance. 

3.07  Certification of Private Applicators 

(a)  Certification is valid for five years, after which recertification shall be 

required either through training or re-examination.  

(b)  The Secretary may require recertification whenever necessary and shall 

determine the procedure for additional training or re-examination.  

(c)  The Secretary shall require that private applicators obtain certification, 

regardless of the class of pesticide used, for certain use patterns, including soil 

and commodity fumigation or aerial application.  

(d) A certificate not renewed by April 1st of the year following the expiration of 

the certificate shall be considered lapsed and shall require re-examination.  

3.08  Permits  

(a) A person who intends to use a pesticide in any of the following areas or 

manners shall first obtain an approved permit from the Secretary: 

(1)  Right-of-way, exclusive of terrestrial invasive plant control 

(2)  Aerial 

(3)  Experimental use 

(4)  Golf course 

(b) A person who intends to use a pesticide in any of the following areas or 

manners may be required to obtain an approved permit from the Secretary: 

(1)  Mosquito larvicide 

(2)  Mosquito adulticide 

(3)  Terrestrial invasive plant control 

(4)  Bird or animal control 

3.09  Requirements for Licenses, Certificates, and Permits  

Any form required by the Secretary shall be filled out completely and accurately and any 

applicable fee shall be remitted to the Secretary. 

3.10  Denial, Amendment, or Revocation of Licenses, Certificates, and Permits 

(a)  The Secretary may deny, amend, or revoke issuance of a license, certificate, or 

permit to a person: 

(1)  who fails to demonstrate competency on any examination;  

(2)  who is currently under a suspension or revocation by the Secretary;  

(3)  who fails to provide accurate and complete information to the 

Secretary;  

(4)  who fails to remit appropriate fees to the Secretary; or 

(5)  for any other reason that the Secretary deems appropriate. 

(b)  The Secretary may amend a license, certificate, or permit upon written request 

and after review.  

(c) Any pesticide applicator certificate issued may be revoked or further restricted 

when the Secretary determines that the restrictions are necessary to protect 

human health or the environment. 
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(d) A person whose license, certificate, or permit is denied, amended, or revoked

may appeal the Secretary’s determination within 15 days of receiving notice

of the denial, amendment, or revocation by requesting a hearing, in writing, to

the Secretary in accordance with 6 V.S.A. Chapter 1.

Section 4. Classification of Pesticides and Limitations on Sale 

4.01  Classification and Registration 

(a) The EPA classifies all registered pesticides available to consumers as either

general use or restricted use for the purposes of federal regulation. Vermont

recognizes federal and State restricted use pesticides as Class A. Vermont

classifies any registered pesticide used, sold, distributed, or manufactured

within the State into three categories known as:

(1) Class A - Restricted Use – Federal and State;

(2) Class B - Controlled Sale; and

(3) Class C - Homeowner.

(b) Any pesticide sold in Vermont shall be registered with the State under 6

V.S.A. Chapter 81.

4.02  Identification of Class A – Restricted Use, Class B – Controlled Sale, and Class C – 

Homeowner Pesticides 

(a) Class A – Restricted Use – Federal are federally restricted use pesticides

identified by the EPA designation "Restricted Use Pesticide" on the product

label.

(b) Class A – Restricted Use – State are pesticides classified as general use by the

EPA and reclassified as restricted use by the Agency after consideration of the

following:

(1) Toxicological profile, including acute, subchronic, and chronic

effects.

(2) Environmental profile, including aquatic and wildlife effects.

(3) Physical hazard profile, including the potential for fire, explosion,

and reactivity.

(4) Potential for ground and surface water contamination.

(5) Potential for misuse.

(6) Potential for drift.

(7) Container construction and size.

(8) Those requiring training due to special concerns.

(9) Method of application.

(10) Product label statements, such as “professional use”.

(c) Class B – Controlled Sale includes all turf products and any pesticide that is

for use outside of the home and not marketed as ready-to-use, excluding

products containing either Bacillus thuringienesis or potassium fatty acids

regardless of percent of total active ingredient and does not meet Class A

definition. The Secretary reserves the right to classify additional pesticides as

Class B.
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(d)  Class C – Homeowner includes any pesticide applied in and around the home 

and that are marketed as ready-to-use and have total active ingredient of 3% 

or less. The following additional pesticides are classified as Class C. 

(1)  Class C pesticides with a limited percentage of active ingredient 

include dichlorvos-impregnated strips (DDVP) with concentrations 

not over 20% in resin strips and pet collars. 

(2)  Class C pesticides with an unlimited percentage of active 

ingredients include the following: 

(A)  pet supplies including shampoos, dips, and tick and flea 

control products; 

(B) wood preservatives and sapstain control agents other 

than creosote, inorganic arsenicals, and 

pentachlorophenol; 

(C)  animal and insect repellents; 

(D)  moth flakes, crystals, cakes, and nuggets; 

(E)  indoor aquarium products; 

(F)  swimming pool products; 

(G)  pediculocides and mange cure on humans; 

(H)  pheromone baits and lures; 

(I)  premixed paints that make pesticidal claims;  

(J) antimicrobial agents such as disinfectants, bacteriostats, 

bactericides, mildewcides, mildewstats, viricides, 

sanitizers, slimicides, sterilants, and industrial 

preservatives;  

(K) insecticides containing bacillus thuringiensis, bacillus 

popilliae, bacillus lentimorbus, or potassium fatty acid; 

and 

(L)  animal ear tags.  

(3) The Secretary reserves the right to classify additional pesticides 

including non-homeowner products as Class C. 

4.03  State Prohibited Pesticides  

(a)  The distribution, sale, or use of pesticides cancelled or suspended by the EPA 

or the Agency, shall not be allowed in the state of Vermont, except as 

provided for the disposition of existing stocks in the cancellation or 

suspension order published in the Federal Register by the EPA or by order of 

the Agency. 

(b) The Agency may add additional restrictions to the conditions of distribution, 

sale, or use of pesticides provided for the disposition of existing stocks in the 

cancellation or suspension order published in the Federal Register by the EPA 

or by order of the Agency in order to protect human health or environmental 

quality.  

4.04  Limitations on the Sale of Pesticides 

(a)  Limitations on sales of Class A – Restricted Use – Federal and State. 

(1)  Dealers shall obtain a Class A dealer's license before they may 

distribute a Class A - Restricted Use pesticide. 
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(2) A Class A pesticide shall be sold only to certified applicators with

certification in the appropriate category specific to a use site on the

pesticide label.

(3) A Class A pesticide shall not be displayed for self-service or stored

in food or feed areas.

(b) Limitations on sales of Class B pesticides.

(1) Dealers shall obtain a Class A or Class B dealer's license before

they may distribute a Class B pesticide to the public.

(2) A Class B pesticide shall not be stored or displayed in areas

containing food or feed.

(c) Limitations on sale of Class C pesticides.

(1) A dealer shall obtain either a Class A, Class B, or Class C (retail)

dealer's license before they may sell a Class C pesticide to the

public.

(2) A Class C pesticide may not be stored or displayed in food or feed

areas.

4.05  Availability of Information 

The Secretary shall make available pesticide product classifications in a public format. 

Subchapter 4 – Transportation and Storage of Pesticides; Bulk Pesticide Storage; Disposal of 

Pesticides and Containers 

Section 11. Transportation and Storage of Pesticides 

11.01  Transportation 

(a) To prevent any discharges, applicators and dealers shall ensure:

(1) containers are secured during transportation so they may not shift, 
become punctured, or otherwise compromised; and

(2) vehicles owned, leased, rented, or borrowed by them for the purpose 

of transporting a pesticide are placarded in accordance with State and 
federal transportation rules.

(b) Any pesticide held or stored in or on a vehicle shall be secured to prevent

access by unauthorized persons or wildlife during use or transport.
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11.02  Pesticide and Container Storage by Applicators and Class A and B Dealers 

Applicators and Class A and B Dealers shall ensure: 

(a) Any pesticide shall be stored in accordance with requirements and

precautionary storage instructions contained on the product label.

(b) Any container shall have a legible manufacturer label indicating the contents.

(c) Any pesticide or container that has not been triple rinsed shall be stored in a

separate room and in such a manner as to prevent contamination to food, feed,

seed, livestock remedies, drugs, plants, and other products or materials from

the volatilization of a pesticide, the leakage or breakage of containers, or other

causes.

(d) Any pesticide shall be stored inside and protected and secured in such a

manner to prevent access from unauthorized persons and wildlife.

(e) The floor surface of the pesticide storage area shall be smooth, facilitating the

complete recovery of any discharge. Floor surfaces may include sealed

concrete and plastic.

(f) Earthen floors shall be prohibited in a pesticide storage area unless all

containers are placed in a containment vessel designed to recover and contain

any discharge.

(g) The pesticide storage area shall be identified by legible signage clearly

indicating that a pesticide is in storage, as follows:

(1) Sign(s) shall include the word "Warning," "Danger," or

"Pesticides" followed by wording that indicates a pesticide is in

storage.

(2) Lettering of the words "Warning," "Danger," or "Pesticides" shall

be a minimum of one and 1/2 inches in height.

(h) The pesticide storage area shall be adequately vented to the outdoors prior to

entry.

(i) Containment vessels used for pesticide storage and handling shall be of

materials and construction compatible with the pesticide stored and the

conditions of storage and maintained in a manner as to minimize the

possibility of a discharge.

(j) In conjunction with pesticide storage, ambulance and fire department phone

numbers or the 911 number shall be displayed at a central location where all

persons have access.

(k) A pesticide storage area shall maintain sufficient lighting to allow the

observation of containers and their labeling.

(l) Storage of pesticide in bulk shall comply with the bulk pesticide storage rules

under Section 12.

32



58 

(m) Cabinets, storage bins, lockers, or similar type storage compartment shall be

considered a pesticide storage area provided that the storage compartment

complies with subsections (a) – (d), and (i) – (k) of this section.

(n) Floor drains not used in conjunction with catch basins shall be prohibited in a

pesticide storage area.

(o) A pesticide storage area may be equipped with a catch basin, provided that:

(1) there are no pipes attached;

(2) it is constructed for complete recovery of a discharge; and

(3) it is located within the floor where liquids can be transferred to an

above ground container in the event of a spill or discharge onto the

floor.

(p) A pesticide storage area shall be maintained in a clean condition.

(q) At a minimum, any discharge shall be cleaned up within 60 minutes.

(r) Any container, held by an end user, having the capacity for holding greater

than 55 gallons but less than 300 gallons of bulk pesticide, known as mini-

bulk containers, shall be exempt from subsections (c), (e) – (h), (j) – (p) of this

section provided that:

(1) the container is identified with pesticide labeling that is affixed to

the mini-bulk container by the dealer or person who sold or

distributed the product;

(2) there is a mechanism attached to the container for the purpose of

securing the dispensing apparatus; and

(3) within 90 days of receipt of the pesticide in the mini-bulk

container, the container is returned to the dealer.

(s) The following minimum buffer distances are maintained around any public

water source:

(1) 100-foot buffer for all public non-community groundwater

drinking water sources; and

(2) 200-foot buffer for all public community drinking water sources

and intakes, and surface water public non-community drinking

water intakes.

12.11 Emergency Actions and Notification 

(a) A person responsible for the application, storage or handling of a pesticide 
upon knowledge of an accident involving such pesticide shall immediately 
take actions intended to protect human health and the environment, 

including but not limited to emergency containment measures, and 

notification as described within this section.

(b) All Class A, B, and C Dealers, certified commercial and non-commercial 
applicators, certified private applicators, licensed pesticide applicator 
companies, pesticide producing establishments and persons working for 
licensed applicator companies under the supervision of a certified applicator, 
shall report pesticide accidents immediately by telephone to either:

(1) Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, 116 State 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-290, (802) 828-2431; or

(2) Vermont Department of Public Safety, 45 State Dr, Waterbury 
Village Historic District, VT 05676, 1-800-641-5005.
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(a) Unused or unwanted pesticide being stored prior to disposal, whether in a

sealed or previously opened container, and any pesticide container that has not

been or cannot be rinsed shall be:

(1) kept in a secure enclosure; and

(2) maintained to prevent:

(A) deterioration of containers;

(B) unauthorized use;

(C) mishandling;

(D) loss;

(E) contamination of the environment; and

(F) risk to the public health.

(b) Disposal of pesticide containers shall comply with labeling instructions and

State and federal rules.

(c) If practical, pesticide drums shall be shipped to recycling centers capable of

handling pesticide containers.

(d) Empty pesticide containers shall not be stored or accumulated within a

secondary containment facility.

13.02 Obsolete, Excess, and Mixtures of Pesticides 

Obsolete, excess, and mixtures of pesticide shall be returned to the manufacturer, supplier 

or formulator for recycling, destruction or disposal or disposed of according to the 

statutes and rules established by 10 V.S.A. Chapter 159: Waste Management.  

13.03  Disposal of Empty Containers 

All containers made of materials other than paper shall be triple-rinsed and punctured 

prior to disposal. 

Subchapter 5 – Severability; Effective Date 

Section 14. Severability 

If any provision of this rule, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held 

invalid, such determination shall not affect other provisions or applications of this rule that can 

be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to that end the provisions of this 

rule are severable. 

Section 15. Effective Date 

This rule shall become effective on February 24, 2023. 

13.01  Management of Pesticide Containers Prior to Disposal 

Section 13. Disposal of Pesticides and Containers 
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1. What is the full name and acronym of the federal agency mandated to
regulate pesticides?

2. What is the full name and acronym for the law that EPA uses to manage
pesticides.

3. FIFRA governs the licensing or registration of pesticide products. Before a
pesticide may be marketed in the US, what must EPA do?

4. What is EPA's pesticide registration decision based upon?

5. If EPA determines that a pesticide poses a risk to consumers, what options
for regulation does EPA have?

Chapter 3 - Federal Laws
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should not be added unless a reliable soil test has indicated the need.
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Answers 

to Self Study Questions 

0 Pesticide Dealer Licensing -Chapter I 

1. Refer to Vermont Agency of Agriculture's PHARM Pesticide Division's web page to
conduct a seach.

2. Class " A "  -Restricted Use pesticides, as determined by federal and state government.

Class "B" -"Controlled Sale" includes all turf products and any pesticide that is for

use outside of the home and not marketed as ready-to-use, excluding products 

containing either Bacillus thuringienesis or potassium fatty acids regardless of percent 

of total active ingredient and does not meet Class A definition. 

Class "C" -Homeowner -includes any pesticide applied in and around the home 

and that are marketed as ready-to-use and have total active ingredient of 3% or less. 

3. Class "A" Dealers must submit annual sales reports of Restricted Use and By-Permit­

Only pesticides. These reports must contain: the product name, EPA registration number,

size and number of the containers sold, and the county of intended use (you may use the

applicator's county of residence).

4. Pesticide dealers can sell restricted use pesticides only to certified applicators, or

individuals operating under the direct supervision of a certified applicator. Dealers should

ask to see the applicators' s certificate. Uncertified applicators should possess a note,

signed by a certified applicator, authorizing them to purchase restricted use pesticides.

5. Class "B" pesticide dealers are authorized to sell Class "B" and "C" pesticides.

6. Pesticides may not be stored in food areas; legible manufactruer labels should be

maintained on all
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pesticide containers and bulk storage containers at all times; storage facilities shall be 

secured against entry by unauthorized persons, livestock, or wildlife; storage containers 

and appurtenances shall be constructed, installed, and maintained so as to prevent 

the discharge of liquid bulk pesticide.

7. Storage areas should be well ventilated; there should be adequate light when employees

must enter the area; storage areas should be inaccessible by unauthorized people; labeled

as a pesticide storage area; there should be no floor drains or sump pumps; the floor

should be constructed of concrete or other non-porous material.

8. Some herbicides can vaporize and get into other pesticides nearby. When the

contaminated product is used, the herbicide vapors in it can injure or kill crops and

sensitive plants.
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1. What is the full name and acronym of the federal agency 
mandated to regulate pesticides?

Environmental Protection Agency - EPA

2. What is the full name and acronym for the law that EPA uses to 
manage pesticides.

Federal Insecticide,Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act - FIFRA

3. FIFRA governs the licensing or registration of pesticide products. 
Before a pesticide may be marketed in the US, what must EPA do?

EPA must review an application for registration, approve each use 
pattern, and assigns a product registration number.

4. What is EPA's pesticide registration decision based upon?

Data demonstrating that the use of a specific pesticide will not result in 
‘unreasonable human health or environmental effects.’

5. If EPA determines that a pesticide poses a risk to consumers, 
what options for regulation does EPA have?

Longer pre-harvest intervals, changes in the manufacturing process, 
restrictions in the frequency of applicastaionand/or rates. They can 
also cancel or deny registration.
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17. WP.

18. They may be hazardous to the applicator if he inhales their concentrated dust while
rmxmg.
19. Fumigants.

20. Two disadvantages of fumigants are: they must be applied in an enclosed area or
incorporated into the soil; are highly toxic, so all recommended protective gear must be
used when applying them.

D Weather- Wise Application-Chapter XX 

1. Yes. Wind can aid in reducing pollution caused by an inversion.

2. Yes. Drift wastes pesticides and money.

3. Wind causes pesticide particles to drift off target.

4. Drifting pesticides are out of the applicator's control, therefore they are able to land and
damage non-target organisms at random.

5. Yes. Quiet day application reduces the inhalation and contact hazard to the applicator
and the bystander.

6. The applicator is legally responsible for any injury or money loss due to pesticide drift.

7. Rains cause pesticides to run off target.

8. Pesticide runoff can cause injury to crops, wildlife, or contaminate surface waters.

9. Wind speed is lowest. Children and animals are not likely to be present.

10. Wind, high temperatures, and humidity .

11. Inversions occur when the air near the soil surface is cooler than the air above it.
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0 Disposal-Chapter XX] 

1. Improper disposal of pesticides and containers could lead to health
hazards for people and livestock. A buildup of pesticide waste allows
chemicals to accumulate in the soil, which then might leach into
groundwater.

2. Leftover pesticides are a potential health hazard if improperly stored
or left unattended in a field. It is illegal and might hurt crop production if
the dose rate is surpassed on the label. Container disposal must follow label
instructions.

3. If the container has never been opened, try to return it to the
manufacturer or distributor. Surplus concentrated pesticides can also be
given to another certified applicator who could use it according to label
directions.

4. Proper safe storage of pesticides is important. If storage requirements
are unclear, contact your regional EPA representative.

5. No.

6. Apply rinsewater on sites that have the same pest control problem.
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7. Read the pesticide label for proper disposal instructions.

8. Again, consult the pesticide label for proper disposal instructions.

9. Triple-rinse the container.

10. Encapsulation seals the pesticide container so that leaking of dangerous chemicals does
not occur in the final disposal.

11. No.

12. Consult the pesticide label for proper disposal. If this is still unclear, consult the
regional EPA representative.

13.No.

14. Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act, and the Clean Air Act deal with pesticide waste disposal.

15. Remaining rinsate should be used on an area with the same pest control problem. Be
careful not to exceed the dose rate listed on the container label.

16. Fill the pesticide container with clean water. Rotate the container. Empty the container
into the tank mix for future applications if possible. Repeat these steps two more times.
Puncture the container and/ or crush unless it is an aerosol. A triple-rinsed container is free
of potentially dangerous residues.

17. Burial of empty containers might lead to pesticides eventually leaching into the soil.
A buildup of pesticide waste underground means the environmental fate is unclear. This
is both a health and safety hazard.

18. Only buy the amount of pesticide needed. After calculating how much you need,
calibrate the application equipment so that the application rate satisfies the level of needed
pest control.

19. Slow leaking of containers can mean that pesticides can leach through the soil into
groundwater. When an overdose of pesticide application occurs, rain may carry pesticides
through the soil to the groundwater. Dumping containers into surface waters means
groundwater will eventually receive this flow.
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20. Aerosol.

21. A container without a label means the disposal instructions are not known.

22. Some pesticides are hazardous materials under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act. Disposal is regulated by EP A because the operation, certified personnel,
and construction of these landfills must meet federally approved standards.

23. Final disposal by leaching in the soil and burial can mean that pesticide concentrates
and diluted chemicals can eventually come into contact with groundwater. Rain and natural
environmental conditions carry pesticides through soil layers. This can contaminate water
supplies.

0 Storage-Chapter XXII 

1. When storing pesticides, protective clothing minimizes exposure to pesticide chemicals
in case of a spill.

2. Wear air-supplied respirators and rubber clothing.

3. When choosing a storage site, it is important to consider whether flooding is possible
and whether the location is downwind or uphill from sensitive areas such as homes and
ponds. Choose an area that offers protection for sensitive sites in case windblown pesticide
dusts spread.

4. Pesticides should be stored.in their original container with the label clearly legible. If
this container is unsafe, the label should be retained from the original container and a new
clean, container should be used to hold the remaining pesticide. The label should then be
attached to the new container.

5. Runoff from storage areas could contaminate surface or groundwater with pesticide resi­
dues.

6. Collected runoff water should be treated as a surplus pesticide and disposed of properly.

7. Soap and water is a "must" in a storage area to make decontamination and cleanup
convenient.
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8. A well stocked storage area should have adsorptive clay, activated charcoal, vermiculite,
pet litter, or sawdust to soak up spills; hydrated lime and high pH detergent; shovel, broom,
dust pan, and fire extinguisher.

9. Storage of pesticides should be away from food, tobacco, and street clothing because
of possible pesticide contamination.

10. A cool temperature preserves pesticides and minimizes the chances of fires from
flammable chemicals.

11. A separate area for herbicides is needed because they can vaporize and spread into
adjacent pesticides.

12. The disposal areas of storage units should have pesticides grouped according to their
disposal method, with the labels facing forward.

13. A corroding pesticide container should be put in a suitable larger container which can
be sealed and labeled.

14. The original container has the label for proper handling and safety instructions.

15. Once opened, do not store chlorates.

16. No. Never distribute a pesticide this way.

17. Pesticide equipment can contain residual pesticides and handling this in a yard exposes
non-target areas to potentially dangerous chemicals.

18. A pesticide spill should be washed off of a person first, before changing into dry
clothing. The person might need to see a doctor. Clean, the storage area with a crew
wearing the proper protection. For spilled liquid, throw an adsorptive material over the
spilled chemical to soak up as much as possible. Then shovel this contaminated material
into a large drum. For spills that can be swept dry, collect this in a drum. Next, neutralize
the pesticide with hydrated lime before rinsing the entire area with water. This rinsewater
should be disposed of properly.

19. Yes. These materials have pesticides and they should be disposed of properly.
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